
CSCI 410, Senior Seminar: Writing Rubric

Criterion Excellent (3) Good (2) Acceptable (1) Unacceptable (0)

Abstract Abstract provides a concise
and complete summary of
the paper; tells the story of
the paper in miniature.

Abstract summarizes the
paper but not in an engag-
ing/narrative way.

Abstract contains relevant
information but does not ad-
equately summarize the pa-
per.

Abstract is missing or un-
clear.

Introduction The introduction is engag-
ing, states the main topic
and previews the content of
the paper.

The introduction states the
main topic and previews the
content of the paper.

The introduction states the
main topic but does not ade-
quately preview the content
of the paper.

There is no clear introduc-
tion or main topic is missing.

Background Background clearly and
completely presents ad-
ditional information, ter-
minology, results, and/or
history necessary to un-
derstand the main prob-
lem/question and the
remainder of the paper.

Background presents addi-
tional information, termi-
nology, results, or history
necessary to fully under-
stand the problem or ques-
tion and the remainder of
the paper.

Background presents some
additional information nec-
essary to understand the
rest of the paper, but some
needed information is miss-
ing.

There is no background sec-
tion, or it does not present
information necessary for
understanding the rest of
the paper.

Paragraph de-
velopment

Each paragraph has
thoughtful supporting detail
sentences that develop the
main idea.

Each paragraph has suffi-
cient supporting detail sen-
tences that develop the main
idea.

Paragraphs state a main
idea but lack supporting de-
tail sentences.

Paragraphs fail to develop
the main idea.

Detail/evidence Examples and explanations
are used to develop main
ideas and generalities; ob-
jective evidence correctly
documented

Supporting details logically
relate to the central idea;
presents thoughtful ideas
that need further develop-
ment

Some supporting details,
but may not be as fully
developed as necessary to
present a convincing and
logical argument that is
unified and coherent

Detail/supporting argu-
ments lacking.

Organization Writer demonstrates logi-
cal and subtle sequenc-
ing of ideas through well-
developed paragraphs; tran-
sitions are used to enhance
organization.

Paragraph development
present but not perfected.

Logical organization; orga-
nization of ideas not fully
developed.

No evidence of structure or
organization.



Conclusion Definitive conclusion which
reaffirms central idea or pur-
pose, conclusion clearly sup-
ported by main points.

Coherent summarization of
central idea or purpose.

Conclusion present, but
lacks support or is not
coherent.

No conclusion, or too incom-
plete to be effective.

Tone/level Language, tone, and tech-
nical content are consistent
with author’s purpose and
technical content is appro-
priate for intended audience

Author’s tone, level and lan-
guage are appropriate and
consistent

Tone, level and language is
generally consistent and ap-
propriate to subject and au-
dience

Tone, level and language is
inconsistent and/or inappro-
priate for subject and audi-
ence

Citations Includes all appropriate ci-
tations. All cited works are
done in the correct format
with no errors.

Includes all appropriate ci-
tations. Most cited works
are done in the correct for-
mat; inconsistencies evident.

Includes most appropriate
citations, possibly with a
few missing. Some are not
in the correct format.

Many missing citations, or
citations not in the correct
format.

Bibliography Includes appropriately for-
matted bibliography, with
an appropriate number of
sources.

Includes a bibliography, but
may have small formatting
issues or include too few
sources.

Bibliography exists but is
too limited or incorrectly
formatted.

No bibliography.

Mechanics No errors in punctuation,
capitalization and spelling.

Almost no errors in punc-
tuation, capitalization and
spelling.

Many errors in punctuation,
capitalization and spelling.

Numerous and distracting
errors in punctuation, capi-
talization and spelling.

Usage No errors in sentence struc-
ture and word usage.

Almost no errors in sentence
structure and word usage.

Many errors in sentence
structure and word usage.

Numerous and distracting
errors in sentence structure
and word usage.

Format Paper is excellently typeset. Paper is typeset well, possi-
bly with a few minor issues.

Paper is typeset acceptably,
with a few bigger issues.

Paper has many typesetting
issues.
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